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Press Release:
The biannual Faces of Winter ~ A Portrait Festival is slated to return to The Greenwich Arts Council (GAC) in Greenwich CT February 2008 with world-class exhibits and seminars for patrons and artists interested in this enduring art form. The Faces of Winter 08 (FW08) Exhibition will once again feature more than forty select paintings, drawings and sculptures in the prestigious GAC Bendheim Galleries. “The quality of work continues to improve with each show we bring to Greenwich,” observes Jeanine Jackson, Founder and President Emerita of The Connecticut Society of Portrait Artists (CSOPA).  Honorary Co-Chairs Sophia James and Ruth Gjessing Newman of Greenwich are pleased that a number of local residents and area cognoscenti have already marked their calendars and have made reservations through the web site for the February 8 Valentine Reception - long before the invitations are mailed. “A lot of people will get into the spirit and know to wear red for this event,” smiles Ms. Newman of Greenwich CT. Sophia James who also serves on the Boards of Directors for both the GAC and CSOPA recalls past Faces of Winters. “The atmosphere is full of enthusiasm and excitement and many of the portraits are museum-quality.” An open call for portraits is well underway under the leadership of CSOPA Co-Chair Cindy Wagner of Weston CT and Event Chairman Mario Tucci of NYC. Mr. Tucci is also an Ambassador for the Portrait Society of America. “We have the famous portraitist Daniel Greene judging for cash and ribbon awards. Many artists in the tri-state area and beyond are preparing portraits now to submit by January 2.” As part of its educational non-profit mission, CSOPA also welcomes ten expert faculty members to explore the Boston School of Portraiture and other topics at the FW08 Weekend Workshops February 9 and 10. Attendance is limited to insure an intimate setting in the wood-paneled Meeting Room of the GAC. Lectures, demonstrations and critiques will be presented by Masters Robert Anderson of Darien CT, Igor Babailov of Nashville TN, Ariane Beigneux of Norwalk CT, Laurel Stern Boeck of Bedford NY, Wende Caporale and Daniel Greene of South Salem NY, Marvin Mattelson of NYC, Mary Minifie of Boston MA, John Howard Sanden of Ridgefield CT and NYC, and Richard Whitney of Stoddard New Hampshire. Teachers, aspiring portraitists and professional artists from the tri-state area are registering now for workshops which are expected to sell-out early. Tucci explains this educational event is extraordinary on a number of levels. ” Most of these famous artists conduct their own workshops and we willingly travel to study with them. At CSOPA’s Portrait Festival, we get quality time with ten masters in one location in one weekend!”  To view festival and registration details, kindly visit www.CSOPA.org. Early workshop registration discount is available through November 1, 07. Sponsor, donor, program advertising or other inquiries may be emailed to: CSocietyOPA@aol.com. Please put “FW08” in your subject to avoid spam status. Advertising deadline is December 1, 2007.
ARTISTS’ OPPORTUNITIES LISTING:

Be Inspired!  Faces of Winter 08: Seminar at The Greenwich Arts Council February 9-10. Lectures, demonstrations and critiques by 10 superstars of portraiture. Seating limited. Receive EARLY REGISTRATION discounts through November 1, 07. Faces of Winter 08: Exhibit at the GAC Bendheim Gallery Feb 8 - Mar 2. OPEN CALL FOR PORTRAITS. Daniel Greene, NA juror. Submission deadline is Jan 2, 08. Details, workshop registration and artist prospectus are available at www.csopa.org or send SASE to M. Delafontaine, 29 Legendary Circle, Rye Brook, N.Y.10573.Organized by The Connecticut Society of Portrait Artists. Email inquiries with “FW08” in your subject to CSocietyopa@aol.com.
